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david bear: “our home is in south elgin”

 “I wasn't so sure,” Bear confided. “At the 
�me I didn't even know where Elgin ended 
and South Elgin began.” But soon a�erward 
Bear found himself driving southbound on 
McLean. “It was just a two lane road with 
stop signs and farms,” Bear recalled. “In the 
middle of it all was a Piggly Wiggly, the Mobil 

sta�on and one farm house.”
 While the open space raised ques�ons 
about drawing customers, it also helped 
inspire the design for Bear's new McDonald's 
at McLean and Spring Street. “Coming from 
Elgin it felt like we were driving through 
French countryside, so we went with a bistro-
styled interior.” Bear said. 
 That decision also led to a poten�al 
mishap for the young franchise owner.  

It's the mid-1990s and McDonald's corporate 
office had just suggested a loca�on for David 
Bear to build his second franchised 
restaurant: South Elgin. 

Con�nued on Page 2

David Bear sorts
through a variety of
thank you notes and
drawings from the
students who benefit
from McTeacher’s 
Night fundraisers.
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Since that uneasy day in 1996, David Bear, CEO of Bear Family 
Restaurants has been an immersed part of South Elgin's success. 
With two South Elgin loca�ons (100 N McLean and 453 
Redington Drive), Bear is more than a local employer. He has 
served as President of the South Elgin Economic Development 
Council (SEED), Chair of the Elgin Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Treasurer of the Sherman Hospital Board and supported 
countless fundraisers. “We get behind everything - from 
backpacks for needy students to dona�ng coffee grounds for 
school gardens to suppor�ng food pantries,” Bear said.
 Today it’s called social responsibility. That corporate lingo 
didn't exist in 1967 when David Bear's parents, Jerry and 
Marcelle, bought their first McDonald's franchise across from 
Elgin's Larkin High School. But social responsibility was definitely 
part of the Bear family’s approach. “It was a struggle for my 
parents early on,” Bear said. Jerry and Marcelle's restaurant 

boasted nothing more than four outdoor seats and a walk-up 
window (no drive-thru, Big Macs, Egg McMuffins, Quarter 
Pounders or Happy Meals yet). “As the business succeeded, my 
parents became ambassadors in the community and supported 
every social service organiza�on in Elgin. My mom believed 
those were the people who were there for us when we needed 
it, and it’s an obliga�on to give back in every way possible.”

 When David Bear says everybody wins, he includes 
McDonald's staff members too. “When we bring on new hires, 
we let them know they're part of a family,” Bear said. “Charitable 
nights remind all of us this is more than just a job, and it's a 
source of pride par�cipa�ng in something bigger than us.”

Transforming Lives

BEAR con�nued from front page 

 Across Bear’s 23 McDonald's loca�ons, they host more than 
100 McTeacher’s Night fundraisers per year and provide tens of 
thousands of dollars to social service agencies. He gets especially 
enthusias�c when the topic turns to Coffee (or Cocoa or Cone) 
with a Cop. “It's important to make a connec�on between our 
officers in blue and our community,” Bear said. “And if we can 
provide the comfortable environment for kids, teens and adults 
to gather and interact with police officers who are laughing, 
smiling and serving ice cream cones, then everybody wins.”

Before we opened, we held a VIP night February 29, 1996 for 

local leaders in the South Elgin community,” Bear said. The 

French-themed evening included a four-piece orchestra, 

gourmet-catered foods and the en�re McDonald’s staff wearing 

suits or dresses. “Then our guests started arriving in their work 

trucks, overalls and dirty boots,” Bear said. “My first thought was 

‘Oh, did I ever mess this up.’” As guests began apologizing for 

being underdressed, Bear apologized for being overdressed. 

“The �e immediately came off and we've been moving forward 

ever since.”

David Bear with the framed
blueprint of his father’s 
worldwide innova�on: 
double drive-thru lanes.

Le�: Sco� Richmond
Right: Lisa Guess
Bo�om: Mike 
Kolodziej

Meet village president ward
in your neighborhood

Trustees sworn into office

June 10 - Lions Park neighborhoods

Village President Steve Ward will 
walk a variety of neighborhoods and 
chat casually with residents. Each 
walk will finish at a nearby park. Our 
Parks & Rec team will be there too 
with their Rapid Response 
Recrea�on trailer stocked with 
games and ac�vi�es. We won’t be 
knocking on doors along the way, 
but if you’re outside watering the 
flowers, playing driveway basketball 
or walking the dog, take a minute to 
say hello during one of these 
Monday evening walks!
 

July 8 - SEBA Park neighborhoods
August 12 - Stowell Peddy 
neighborhoods

Walks begin at 5:30 pm with a 7 pm  
es�mated arrival at the parks.

Congratula�ons to South Elgin 
residents Lisa Guess, Mike Kolodziej 
and Sco� Richmond who won the 
April 2, 2019 Consolidated Elec�on 
and will con�nue serving as Village 
Trustees un�l 2023. Each have served 
the Village for more than a decade 
and we’re grateful for their service!

Con�nued on Page 3

Parks & Rec Director wins
Women’s leadership award
Village Parks 
& Recrea�on 
Director, Kim 
Wascher 
won the 
Myrtle 
Spiegler 
Gerberding 
Award for 
Public 
Service from 
the YWCA 
Elgin, May 9, 2019. It was the YWCA’s 
36th year of celebra�ng women 
leaders in the Elgin area, and a well-
deserved honor for Kim Wascher. She 
has 22 years experience in the field 
and works �relessly to grow and 
improve South Elgin’s Parks & 
Recrea�on Department. 
Congratula�ons, Kim!
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Frequently asked questions about the April 2, 2019 sales tax referendum Those who visit Bear's two South Elgin loca�ons can spot 
the high standards immediately. Their mantra is “Impress Every 
Guest,” and Bear eagerly points out the difference between a 
guest and a customer. “A guest is someone who feels welcome; 
someone who makes a conscious decision to dine with us. And if 
we serve them hot, fresh food with a friendly smile in a 
reasonable period of �me, we're op�mis�c they'll come back. 
On the other hand a customer is just transac�onal. Impress 
Every Guest provides for a good 
dining experience, and, ul�mately a 
be�er workplace.”
 Bear Family Restaurant's 
Director of Opera�ons, Nicole 
Buchanan, agrees wholeheartedly. 
“It really is a different approach 
here,” she said.  
 Buchanan has been part of the 
McDonald’s universe since high 
school, and has managed mul�ple 
McDonald's restaurants including 
the South Elgin Redington Road 
loca�on before joining the senior 
leadership team of Bear Family 
Restaurants. “One of my goals is to 
get our crew members and 
managers to take be�er advantage of the Bear Family tui�on 
reimbursement opportunity,” she said. And Buchanan is more 
than just an advocate. “I’m a real-life example,” she said. “I 
didn't finish college, but now I am.” Crew members working as 
few as 15 hours per week can earn as much as $3,000 tui�on per 
year. “That can cover a whole year at a community college.” 
Buchanan noted. 

 David Bear sees it all as a higher purpose. “We don’t expect 
every one of our employees to work with us forever,” Bear said. 
“We know this is o�en a stepping stone job. But it provides 
many of the so� skills anyone can use whether they become an 
airline pilot, a school teacher or an accountant.

 Others have no�ced, too. Among 2,000 
franchisees across the United States, 
McDonald’s acknowledged Bear and 19 
other franchisees with the 2018 Ronald 
Award for outstanding contribu�ons to 
the local community.
 A quarter century ago, David Bear 
followed his parents’ footsteps and 
then kept walking un�l he reached a 
plot of open land on the western edge 

of South Elgin (yes, McLean was the western edge). Today, with 
two thriving South Elgin loca�ons and 21 more stretching from 
Rockford to Wheeling to LaGrange, the Bear Family management 
team s�ll operates from an office in South Elgin. “We could have 
our offices anywhere along I-90 and more accessible to every 
loca�on, but our home is in South Elgin. And inten�onally so.”

 “We have high school kids who will become tomorrow’s 
leaders. We have seniors who have lost spouses – and 
some�mes even their own children – who have found an 

extended family and a renewed 
purpose working with their McDonald’s 
crew members. We have schools 
earning money for science equipment 
through McTeacher’s nights,” Bear said. 
“If we're doing it right, we are 
transforming lives.”

Two POLICE officers earn promotions 
Two South Elgin officers were sworn into higher ranks during the May 6, 2019 Village 
Board Mee�ng. Mike Doty becomes the Administra�ve Deputy Chief, and Anthony 
Mar�nez  will serve as Patrol Sergeant.
 Deputy Chief Doty started with the department in April 1997, and was promoted to 
Sergeant in November 2004. He is an Air Force veteran and completed his Master's 
Degree in 2004. Doty also graduated from Northwestern University School of Staff and 
Command in 2011. He served on the Kane County Major Crimes Task Force and is 
currently the Department’s Public Informa�on Officer.
 Sergeant Anthony Mar�nez started with the department in September 1999. A 
graduate of Western Illinois University, Mar�nez has served as a Field Training Officer, a 
Detec�ve and a member of the Kane County Major Crimes Task Force. He currently 
serves on Kane County SWAT.

Village Clerk Margo Gray witnesses Anthony 
Mar�nez signing his Sergeant’s oath.

Maria Doty pins the Deputy Chief badge on
her husband, Mike Doty’s uniform.

cone with a cop coming this summer!
May 29   McDonald’s (100 McLean)  3-4 pm 
July 10   McDonald’s (453 Redington) Noon-1 pm
Aug. 2   McDonald’s (100 McLean)     Noon-1 pm

Register at South Elgin Village Hall
Please also bring: 
copy of the child’s birth cer�ficate 
and a $35 non-refundable deposit 

Fall openings for:
Intro to Preschool

3 year old - AM and PM
Star Gazers - evenings
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in South Elgin!

your guide to

 SUMMER FUN SUMMER FUN
in South Elgin!

your guide to

More info @ www.southelgin.com/SummerFun

FISHINGfree
contest

June 15June 15June 15
Blackhawk Park
1479 Blackhawk Circle 9-11am|

prizes • fishing concessions • fun

AGES 15 and UNDER

FREE Movies in the Park
July 12

Aug 2

Sept 6

Frozen

Sherlock Gnomes

Wonder Park

SEBA Park

Hansen Park

SEBA Park

Concessions open at 6:30 pm 
Movies at dusk

Sponsored by South Elgin Parks & Rec,
South Elgin Police Department, South

Elgin Fire District, and FUNda�on

South Elgin
RiverFestRiverFestRiverFest

August 16 - 18, 2019

Friday: 5-11:30 pm
Saturday: 1-11:30 pm
Sunday: 1-9 pm

Carnival
Live Music
Food and Beer Tents
Fireworks
Car Show
  Cra� Show
      Small Biz Expo
                Model Railroad 
                   Trolley Rides

4th of July Parade

Thursday, July 4 at 10 am
See the route at
southelgin.com/recrea�on

Want to walk or volunteer? 
Call 847-622-0003

.Special Night for Special Kids    Thurs., August 15
For kids with special needs and their immediate family.
Pre-regista�on required.  Call 847-774-1151. No rain date.

National Night Out Activities all week long!
Blood, Food and School Supply Drive

.Jim Hansen Park  3-7 PM
Bicycle Safety & Rodeo

.Jim Hansen Park  4-7 PM
Dog Walker Watch/Anderson Adopt-a-Pet

.Jim Hansen Park  4-7 PM
Car Show

.Thornwood Sports Core  5-8 PM
Have a car to display? E-mail:
thornwoodcarshow@gmail.com

Reserve a shelter for your next 
party. Call 847-622-0003.

Neighborhood Walks with the Mayor (see page 2 for details)

Dog Park at County Park

Disc Golf at Crystal Springs Park  

Watch facebook.com/southelgin for updates and details

National Night Out Against Crime 
. .Tuesday, August 6    6-9 pm    Jim Hansen Park

South Elgin’s Largest Block Party!

Live music by 7th Heaven and Hillbilly Rockstarz!
Touch-a-Truck and Emergency Vehicle Display

Flight for Life Helicopter
Local Business/Organiza�on Expo

Full details at southelgin.com/SummerFun

July 30: 

July 31:

Aug. 1:

Aug. 3:

coming this summer!



Homeowners o�en tackle major home 

improvement projects in the summer 

months. South Elgin residents are 

reminded to obtain permits for certain 

interior remodeling and building 

projects, including kitchen and 

bathroom renova�ons, roofs, fences, 

driveways, decks, pa�os, sheds, 

swimming pools, and lawn irriga�on 

systems to name a few.

and forms are available 

buildingpermits

 Please contact the Community 

Development Department at 847-741-

3894, Monday through Friday, 8:30 am 

to 5:00 pm, to discuss your 

construc�on plans and for informa�on 

on the building permit applica�on, 

submi�al requirements, and review 

process. Building informa�on 

at www.southelgin.com/

 A building permit gives you legal 

permission to start construc�on of a 

building project in accordance with 

approved drawings and specifica�ons.  

The Village of South Elgin encourages 

homeowners to discuss your plans with 

Community Development Department 

staff before beginning construc�on to 

determine whether you need a permit.
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Calendar of Events

25 Fishing with the Chief - 3:30 pm

8 Neighborhood Walk with Mayor - 

9 Fishing with the Chief - 3:30 pm

12 Outdoor Movie at dusk 

25 Fishing with the Chief - 3:30 pm

 3 pm

1 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

July

13 Fishing with the Chief - 3:30 pm

15 Tuna Kahuna - 9 am

19 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

 5:30 pm 

10 Neighborhood Walk with Mayor - 

17 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

4 Fourth of July Parade 10 am

19 FUNda�on BBQ Fundraiser - 4:30 pm

June

3 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

4 Administra�ve Offices Closed

 5:30 pm 

10 Cone with a Cop - Noon

15 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

17 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

30 Blood, Food & School Supply Drive - 

August

1 Dog Walker Watch/Adopt-a-Pet - 4 pm 

2 WaterWorks Summer Fun - 10:30 am

3 Car Show - 5 pm

31 Bicycle Safety Rodeo - 4 pm

5 Village Board Mee�ng

2 Cone with A Cop - Noon

6 Na�onal Night Out - 6 pm

8 Fishing with the Chief - 3:30 pm

15 Special Night for Special Kids - 6 pm

16-18   RiverFest Express

20 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

21 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

 5:30 pm 

12 Neighborhood Walk with Mayor - 

26 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

27 Fishing with the Chief - 3:30 pm

2 Outdoor Movie at Dusk 

Visit www.southelgin.com/specialevents  

or call 847-742-5780 for details.

Welcome new businesses to south elgin

Ÿ Dafe Studio's Fitness - 310 Sundown Road (Zumba Fitness Classes) 
Ÿ Revolu�on Den�stry LLC - 480 Briargate Drive
Ÿ RMG South Elgin Pediatrics - 472 Briargate Drive 

Ÿ Heart of Singing Inc. - 25 Woodbury St. (Music School & Instrument Sales)

The South Elgin Community Development Department and South Elgin 
Economic Development (SEED) welcome the following businesses to the 
Village as of May 1, 2019:

Phone:  847-742-SEED (7333) 

Ÿ MB Sturgis Fi�ngs, Inc. - 201 N Center Street (Manufacturing)

Ÿ Dogtopia - 580 Randall Road (Dog Day Care & Boarding)

Web: seedsouthelgin.com

Ÿ Louie Angelo's - 325 Randall Road (Fast casual Italian restaurant)

Ÿ UFO Plas�c - 365 Produc�on Drive (Warehouse & Distribu�on)

For future South Elgin business inquiries: SEED, PO Box 678, South Elgin, IL 60177 

E-mail: contact@seedsouthelgin.com

PROPER PERMITS PUT THE  IN HOME IMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENT

Finishing a basement? 

proper building codes 

Installing a pool? 

Building a new deck? 

and provides years of 
enjoyment!

it conforms with
We’ll help ensure 

Following the contractor bid process, the following roads are scheduled for resurfacing 
or reconstruc�on by the Village of South Elgin during summer 2019: Castlebar Court, 
Clove Court, Cornell Court, Dublin Court, Dublin Lane, Fairfax Lane, Franklin Avenue, 
Hancock Avenue, Ivy Court, Laurel Court, Medford Drive, North Camden Lane, Valley 
Forge Avenue, Vernon Court,  Village Court and West Camden Lane. Please visit 
southelgin.com/PublicWorks for updates. Ques�ons? Call Public Works at 847-695-2742.

The only funding for road improvement projects come from the Motor Fuel Tax and a half-percent of the 
retail sales tax. Property taxes DO NOT pay for roads. Every �me you eat at a South Elgin restaurant or 
purchase general merchandise from a South Elgin store, a half penny from every dollar goes directly into 
infrastructure road projects here in South Elgin. On a related note, the sales tax rate for South Elgin 
remains the lowest of any surrounding community. Shopping local has its benefits.

2019 Annual street maintenance program

Shop Local: good for the local economy and the local Roads
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Contact Us

M��� �������� ��: 

Village of South Elgin

Village Hall

Public Works

Community Development 

Police Non-Emergency

Parks & Recrea�on

Village Administrator 

Emergency

10 N Water St., South Elgin, IL 60177 

village board of trustees

847-741-2151

847-741-3894

847-695-2742

847-622-0003

911

 847-742-5780

 President Ward and his wife Nancy are married with five 
children, and he has called South Elgin home since 1988. When 
not presiding over Board mee�ngs and a�ending community 
events, Steve Ward owns Ralph's Barber Shop in Elgin (his 
father, Ralph Ward, originally owned the namesake shop), where he has cut hair 
since 1977. President Ward took �me in early May to answer a few ques�ons:

We went to Wisconsin every year, Rice Lake and Hayward. It was never a high-end 
resort, just cabins and fishing. When it came to ameni�es, they had none. As an 
adult, I’ve had an opportunity to go on beau�ful vaca�ons, but those Wisconsin 
trips were just as much fun. 

Where was your favorite childhood summer des�na�on?

Our Village President (and our Barber-in-Chief), Steve Ward has 
served the Village of South Elgin since 1992 as a member of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission (1992 – 2001), Village Trustee 
(2001 – 2013) and current Village President since 2013. 

To meet people in their comfort zone, and not just during an elec�on season. If 
you’re washing your car and we walk by, you can just ask a ques�on. There’s no 
pressure. There’s no coming to a Board Mee�ng and addressing a full panel of 
trustees. It’s a great opportunity to chat informally.  

You're kicking off Neighborhood Walks with the Mayor. What’s your goal?

What’s been on your mind lately about South Elgin?

 NOTE: See details on Page 2. The first Neighborhood Walk with the Mayor 
takes place Monday, June 10 in the Lions Park neighborhood from 5:30 �l 7 
pm. The Parks & Rec crew will be at Lions Park at 7 pm with the Rapid Rec 
Response trailer. Meet Village President Ward along the route or at the Lions 
Park shelter at 7 pm. Bring the kids!

Now it's your turn. In future issues of Village Light, we will choose ques�ons for the 
Village President submi�ed by residents of South Elgin. Please email your ques�ons 
to cpierce@southelgin.com.

I moved to South Elgin in 1988. At the �me there were few people, not much to 
do, and most people saw the Village as the place you cut-through between Elgin 
and St. Charles. Now we’re a des�na�on - people travel to our restaurants and 
stores. When I talk with other folks who’ve lived in South Elgin for a long �me, 
we’ll end up talking about the ameni�es, the beau�ful parks and the 
improvements in quality of life here in South Elgin.

A Little Off the Top

3 Questions for the Village President

summer Food 
Trucks return 

Wednesdays
11 am - 2pm

SEBA Park

For updates and
info, follow:

facebook.com/SouthElgin
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